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■v 

The problems of population is alarming almost every where including Bodoland Ter- 
ritorial Area District. Population explosions have made each and every citizen worried 
about the future existence of man. At present, it is the most crucial problem every 
where in the world. It affects every aspect of man's life — individual, National and 
International. It affects the health, wealth, happiness, prosperity in human life. Due to 
over population most countries in the world are found with the problem of food supply, 
quality of life style, social, economic and educational, natural resources and politics 
etc. 
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INTRODUCTION 




1. What is Population Education? 



2. 



3. 



Most population programmes refer 
to developing, understanding, aware- 
ness, attitudes and responsible and 
informed decision making and behav-^o^V 
iour for improving the quality of life as 
the end product of education activity. 
These goal statements are some what 
ambiguous and do not specify the na- 
ture of the behaviour to be achieved. 
There is no satisfactory definition of 
population education. 

Due to controversial nature of the 
population education, a number of is- 5. 
sues have emerged: 



4. 



How does it differ from Family Plan- 
ning and/ or Sex Education? 

Does Population Education hold 
better prospects for success than 
Family Planning? 

What is the guarantee that the 
non-prescription approach in Pop- 
ulation Education will be more ef- 
fective than the prescriptive ap- 
proach? 

What do we mean by quality of life? 
*21. 
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MATERIAL AND METHODS 

Population Education is interdiscipli- 
nary in nature and it is related to various 
subject areas of studies. Different coun- 
tries have used different approaches 
for developing suitable curriculum. But 
there no clear marked content bounda- 
ries have been specified. The problem 
of an already overcrowded curriculum 
makes it difficult to establish Popula- 
tion Education as a separate and inde- 
pendent subject in school education 
in Bodoland Territorial Area District. 
In most of the school's curriculum it is 
seen using the integration approach to 
include Population Education concepts 
in different subjects. But in some coun- 
tries population education curriculum 
has been integrated in as many as six 
or seven subjects. It is the reason why 
Population Education content gets so 
dispersed and diffused that it looses its 
identity and focus. But overall objectives 
of population education at the school 
levels are more or less the same, only 
the differences that can see is immedi- 
ate objectives, content areas, method- 
ologies and approaches for the devel- 
opment of materials. 

In the first approach Population Educa- 
tion becomes a subject area along with 
other subjects taught at one or more 
grade levels. A separate subject affords 
the greatest possibility of systematic 
and sustained learning. Some coun- 
tries have started thinking of introduc- 
ing population education as a separate 
subject at the secondary level. For ex- 
ample, Philippines and Thailand are of- 
fering as a separate elective course at 
secondary level. But in Bodoland Ter- 



ritorial Area District (Assam) Population 
Education has not been introduced as 
a separate subject. Although this ap- 
proach is much effective and the chanc- 
es of dilution and diffusion are less but 
it has not been put into practice in the 
state of Bodoland Territorial Area Dis- 
trict (Assam) as Population Education is 
multi-disciplinary in nature and draw its 
content from various subjects. Second- 
ary school time tables are already over 
crowded and teachers find it difficult to 
accommodate a new course. Thirdly, 
new teachers will be required if it is in- 
troduced as a separate course. 

Most of the countries have, therefore, 
used an integrated approach to include 
population education concepts in differ- 
ent school subjects including Bodoland 
Territorial Area District (Assam) in High- 
er Secondary level. 

RESULT 

A survey of the spause literature in the 
field and discussion with its proponents 
suggest that separate Population Educa- 
tion course or a service of course to be 
included at elementary and secondary 
stage is not the most appropriate way to 
develop the necessary awareness. The 
curriculum is already over crowded; the 
demand from the traditional disciplines 
generally reduced the possibility of add- 
ing a new population course. Further chil- 
dren will learn better if they are confront- 
ed with population related issues both 
throughout their school curriculum and 
during their entire period of schooling. 
Population Education is multi disciplinary 
in nature and related to various subject 
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areas. The National Seminar on Popula- 
tion Education held at Bombay in 1969 
also recommended "Population Educa- 
tion" should be introduced into the cur- 
riculum of Schools and Colleges by in- 
cluding in the areas of such as social 
studies. Sciences. Health Education, 



Mathematics, Languages etc. In fact 
this seminar was of the view that it may 
be possible to achieve all the objectives 
in view by including Population Educa- 
tion suitably in the curriculum of appro- 
priate subjects already included in the 
curriculum. 



School Furnitures: 

Furniture is very important physical need for the smooth running of the schools. 
Information regarding furniture in the schools has been shown 

in Table No. 3. 10. 



Table No. 3.10 School Furniture 



SI. No. 


School Furniture 


Number of (schools 


Percentage 


1 


2 


3 


4 


1 


Wooden benches 


60 


75 % 


2 


Steel benches 


18 


22.50% 


3 


Broken benches 


2 


2.50 % 


4 


Without furniture 


Nil 


Nil 


TOTAL- 


80 





The above Table shows that 75 % schools had wooden benches in the classrooms, while 
22.50 % school had steel benches for the students to sit, 2.50 % schools had broken 
benches and survey reveals that there is no school without furniture in the sampled 
schools. Classroom accommodation plays a very important role 

in classroom teaching learning process. 



SI. No. 


Classroom 


Number of 


Percentage 




accommodation 


schools 




1 


2 


3 


4 


2 


1 4 


10 


12.50 % 


3 


4 6 


65 


81.25% 
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Qualities of Rooms: 

Qualities of rooms can provide positive attitude of the teacher and students. If the classrooms are too small 

and suffocated teacher and student suffer in teaching learning process. 
Data obtained with regard to qualities of rooms had been shown in Table No. 3.13 

Table No.3.13 

Qualities of classrooms 



SI. No. 


Qualities of classroom 


Number of schools 


Percentage 


I 


2 


3 


4 


I 


Small classrooms 


45 


56.25 % 


2 


Good school office rooms 


30 


37.50 % 


3 


Broken rooms 


5 


6.50 % 


4 


Teacher common rooms 






5 


Student common rooms 






TOTAL = 


80 
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ADstract 



With the efficient help of the teacher learning is possible. To be a citizen of a country 
a child should be a complete man. A child is always inquisitive in nature. His thirst for 
knowledge can only be satisfied by a teacher. For the all round development of the 
child, i.e. physical, mental, emotional, spiritual, a devoted teacher should be there. Only 
in the hands of a teacher the child can develop fully. Everybody knows, the teacher 
is the friend, philosopher and guide of the student. The teacher prepared the child for 
receiving knowledge. The teacher not only moulds the whole personality of the child 
but also encourages the child for active participation in the educational process. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Teacher is an active force of any ed- 
ucational process. He has a very im- 
portant role in population education. 
Teacher plays a very importance role 
in environment building, curriculum 
development, institutionalization of 
the subject, integration of population 
education with other subjects, teach- 
ing, evaluation etc. No educational 
programme can be implemented 
without the significant contribution 



of a teacher. The active involvement 
of the teachers would qo a lonq way 
in promoting population education 
programmes. Therefore, it is very im- 
portant that they must be thoroughly 
acquainted with the various concepts 
and dimensions of population educa- 
tion programmes. There is consider- 
able scope for incorporating some 
concepts of population education in 
teacher education both at the ele- 
mentary and secondary levels. There 
is also the need for organizing in ser- 
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vice teachers. 

B.S. Parakh in one of his paper has given 
the following basic assumptions within 
which a Population Education teacher 
is expected to perform his duties in the 
class room. 

(i) That the ideas pertaining to pop- 
ulation education would be integrated 
at relevant places in various school 
subjects and would be dealt with ap- 
propriate depth in respective classes 
according to children's interest and 
comprehension levels. 

(ii) That every teacher with the back- 
ground of his or her specialization would 
contribute to the overall understanding 
of the population problem and its impli- 
cation in his or her own way. 

(iii) That it sounds well in view of over- 
riding financial constraints and the ur- 
gency with which the problem needs to 
be talked. Moreover, the approach ob- 
viates the difficulties of the school ad- 
ministrations that otherwise would have 
been forced with a services of admin- 
istrative problems. Eventually, it saves 
population education from an unfortu- 
nate situation of being a non-standard. 

(iv) That in the process, population 
education should not be so thinned 
down or get different to have any im- 
pact on children. 

(v) That it puts tremendous presence 
on teacher education calling for ridicu- 
lous and sequential planning continued 
vigilance and built in evaluation to per- 
meate the entire area with relevant ide- 
as of population education. 



RESULT 

Acquiring ability to evolve and adopt dif- 
ferent methods and techniques suited to 
different situations and to evaluate their 
effectiveness. After imparting population 
education curriculum to the students work 
of the pupils and their participation should 
be evaluated by teacher from time to time 
.It is evaluation which will throw light on 
teachers' work and pupils' achievement. 
Evaluation on population education con- 
tent will point out weaknesses in the 
teaching learning process and the teach- 
er can adopt suitable remedial measures. 
The teacher has to conduct tests and re- 
port the progress of pupils to parents and 
the Head-masters. 

Acquiring activity to improve and use 
audio-visual aids suited to different class 
room situation. Audio-visual aids are the 
added devices that help the teacher to 
clarify, establish, co-relate and co-ordi- 
nate accurate concepts, interpretations 
and appreciations and enable him to 
make learning more concrete, effective, 
interesting, meaningful and vivid. Audio- 
visual materials supply concrete basis 
for conceptual thinking, they give rise to 
meaningful concepts enriched by mean- 
ingful association. Hence, audio-visual 
aids offer the best teaching aids for popu- 
lation education programmes. 

Developing positive attitude towards 
teaching as a profession and create self 
— confidence as a teacher. Knowledge of 
the subject matter is not sufficient to be a 
good teacher for population. The teacher 
should have the sense of dedication to 
the teaching profession. While teaching 
population education curriculum teach- 
ers must have always positive attitudes 
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towards the contents. 

Understanding the development needs of 
children at various stages of their growth 
and development. Population teacher 
must take care. 

CONLUSION 



Finding out the total number of doctors 
we would need in a district if there would 
be one doctor for every 500 people. 

Finding out what happens when one new 
job is created in the school on a village. 
Also finding out what happens when a 
person loses his job against his wish. 



Similar exercise can be done for in few 
states in India, such as. Kerala, West Ben- 
gal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and 
Rajasthan. They may arrange them as per 
average density of population. 

Presenting two or three imaginary 
monthly budgets of people drawn from 
lower middle class families with some 
what equal income but with varying fam- 
ily size (children can also be working to 
collect data). 

Working out per head income of families 
with equal income but varying sizes. 

Finding out broadly the food require- 
ments of our country after 30 years. Hold- 
ing debates and discussions on how and 
at what cost can this be achieved. 

Finding out how additional primary 
teachers would be required if every year 
an additional 10 million students join the 
primary school. 

Finding out if the population remains 
steady and no new class is required 
to be opened in their schools, how 
can the amount which was otherwise 
spent on new class be spent under 
another situation. 




Comparing life in various respects in two 
families, one with a working mother and 
the other only a housewife. 

Comparing the standards of living in ad- 
vanced and developing countries. Find- 
ing out probable causes that account for 
vast difference between the two. 
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At present terms such as "Educational Communicational Technology", Audio Visual 
Media", Learning Resources" and "Instructional or Educational Media" etc. are used to 
refer to the field of audiovisual education. All these terms mean the same thing. Gener- 
ally all these are implied by the term media. More specifically "Media" refers to films, 
filmstrips, recordings etc. On the other hand programmed instructions, computer-as- 
sisted instruction, educational TV are designed as methods. Advancement of science 
and technology, development of communication, system approach, social- psychol- 
ogy, inter-group relationship, human factor approach to behavioral science- all these 
contributed to the development of educational technology. In this sense audiovisual 
movements contributed to the development of educational technology. 



KeyWords: Audiovisual Media, 
Assisted. 


Technology, Social-Psychology, Computer- 




Pages:4 


References: 09 



teaching strategy keeping with the use 
of devices which minimize the monoto- 
ny of oral delivery and maximize active 
involvement of sense organs. There was 
a time when the teaching learning situ- 
ation was dev6id of audiovisual aids. It 
was totally oral or verbal dominated. For 
long the common practice to communi- 
cate knowledge has been by means of 



INTRODUCTION 




Sense organs are designated as the 
gateways of knowledge. Psychologists 
are of the opinion that maximum in- 
volvement of our sense organs ensures 
magical consequence in learning en- 
vironment. As facilitators of learning, 
teachers are therefore, to chalk out their 
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verbal or oral instruction.The traditional 
classroom teaching learning situation 
was encyclopedic, memory oriented 
and recitative methods were persuad- 
ed. It was mainly concerned with ac- 
cumulation and reproduction of a vast 
store of unrelated, isolated facts, where 
memory was the focal point. The teach- 
er simply used to utter the facts and fig- 
ures repeatedly which he had memo- 
rized at a satisfactory speed. Children 
were required to learn by rote memory 
only. No other method of learning was 
conceived till back. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 

linear teaching aids are not a panacea 
for all educational evils: unless used 
appropriately and with good planning, 
these aids can defeat the purpose for 
which they are being used. Audiovisual 
aids can only help teachers but cannot 
replace them. They can prove them- 
selves as good sen ants bin can become 
bail masters if we surrender to them. The 
teacher should have clear concept that 
the aids can act as bridges between the 
teacher and the learner. 

Experiences and experiments have re- 
vealed that teaching technique can sig- 
nificantly increase and reinforce learn- 
ing. They not only make the presentation 
more interesting but by engaging more 
than one of the senses, they also fa- 
cilitate listening and memorizing. White 
teaching abstract concepts or unfamiliar 
subjects visualization can be an essen- 
tial tool of understanding. 

So the modem age teachers should en- 
dorse the usefulness of teaching aids 
in enhancing basic educational values 



such as concreteness: enrichment and 
rb mimic interest. With the availability of 
a large variety of teaching aids the most 
abstract concepts, can be presented to 
students in 3 very concrete way. 

RESULT AND DISCUSSIONS 

Teachers' always aware in Selection of 
audio Visual aids. Much attention, time, 
effort and energy should be in tested for 
selecting proper teaching aids which will 
fulfill the desired purposes. For choosing 
teaching aids for convenient and fruitful 
transmission of message some factors 
should always be considered. Selected 
Teaching aid should be appropriate and 
suitable to convey the message it seeks 
to communicate. 

Govt, of Bombay had taken initiative in 
this direction by way of acquiring some 
film shown locally. After that till 1942, de- 
velopment in this field was slow. In 1942, 
Ministry of Education set up a small library 
and acquired some projection. In 1947, 
as a part of the post war educational de- 
velopment plan, the present audiovisual 
section was set up and purchased films 
worth rupees one lakh. An "all India Au- 
diovisual Conference" was held in Sep- 
tember 1951 and gave recommendations 
on audiovisual education.for implement- 
ing the recommendations of this confer- 
ence the Govt, of India set up a National 
board for audiovisual education, which 
was to formulate policy for the develop- 
ment of audiovisual education in India 
and to examine the work done in this field 
by the Central and the State Govt. The 
then education minister of India Dr. K.L. 
Shrimali , stated in the Lok Sabha that the 
authorities concerned has been advised 
to introduce audiovisual education as an 



important subject in the teachers' training 
college. Further, Dr. Shrimali stated that 
the states of Bihar, Bombay, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Kerala, 
Madhya Pradesh, Madras, Mysore, Oris- 
sa and Rajasthan had introduced audio- 
visual education as an important subject 
while Punjab has introduced it as a com- 
pulsory subject in teachers' training col- 
lege. 

Audio Visual education also received its 
due importance during the second and 
third plan periods (1955-1965) when the 
Govt, of India established a central organ- 
ization called National Institute of Audio- 
visual Education in New Delhi. 

CONCLUSION 

Real and concrete experiences cannot be 
given to the student through lecture meth- 
od only. The modern age calls for schools 
where education is by 'seeing and do- 
ing' and not by 'hearing and listening'. 
This situation has changed the role of the 
teacher to a great extent. Thus it calls for 
the teachers to be equipped with a reper- 
toire of teaching skills and competence to 
use teaching aids. In this present educa- 
tional arena the full potential of teaching 
aids needs to be explored by the teacher 
for more effective teaching. It's a fact that 
learning takes place through our senses. 
So audiovisual aids can help to ensure 
effective learning. Many countries have 
begun to take advantage of the ability of 
Audio, Visual and Audiovisual devices to 
transcend qeoqraphical barriers. These 
devices can expose students to experi- 
ence beyond the classroom and they can 
disseminate instruction across large area, 
making education accessible to more 
people. Keeping in view its unique impor- 



tance, at present every body's attention is 
focused on the teaching aids and com- 
puter as a subject of school curriculum 
has possessed special significance. As 
such it is also an important area of educa- 
tional research. A proper understanding 
of the status of the awareness and famili- 
arity of audio, visual, and audiovisual aids 
by the teachers in the schools can go a 
long way in providing better educational 
facilities and environment to the students. 
The findings will also have implications for 
policy perspectives. Moreover this study 
is also justified because of the fact that 
no study has been done on teaching aids 
in the field of Kolkata city .All these "Gifts- 
Occupations" and "Didactive Apparatus" 
indicate nothing but the use of audiovisu- 
al aids by using some other names. In the 
20 th Century, we had other sciences like 
sound recording, photography etc., being 
developed and these added to the pro- 
cess of teaching and learning. Even Elec- 
tronic Transmission was advancing. All 
these added to the development of Edu- 
cational Technology. During the l st World 
War, the testing movement started. Binet 
was the forefather of this movement. Dur- 
ing the 2 nd World War, we could see the 
application of behavioural sciences to 
teaching and learning. During 1938 and 
1940, the concepts of visual aids helped 
the process of learning. It thus paved the 
way for audiovisual education. In 1954 we 
got Edgar Dale's "Cone of Experiences". 
Also during the same period Weiner stud- 
ied Human Engineering and also worked 
on the Sciences of Cybernetics. By 1950, 
the world had also got instrumental theo- 
ries by Bruno, Glasser etc. In 1970, the dif- 
ferent developments took place and the 
concept of educational technology took 
its shape more neatly. Pioneering work in 
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CAI (Computer Assisted Instruction) was 
carried out by Pask. 

Audiovisual education got focus as a dis- 
cipline with the rapid development of film 
technology in the decade 1920. A visual 
instruction movement arose, which en- 
couraged the use of visual materials to 
make abstract ideas more concrete to 
students. As sound technology improved 
the movement becomes known as audio- 
visual instruction. At that time educators 
realized the importance of audiovisuals 
only as aids to teachers which help them 
greatly in classroom instruction. 

REFERENCE 

1. Koul, Lokesh (1996) Methodology of 
Educational Research. New Delhi: 
Vikash Publishing House PVT Limited. 

2. Sidhu, Kulbir Singh (1990) Method- 
ology of Research in Education. New 



Delhi: Sterling Publishers Private Lim- 
ited. 

3. Sarma, R.A. (1990) Fundamentals of 
Educational Research. Meerut: Loyal 
Book Depot. 

4. Savaranavel, P (1998) Research Meth- 
odology. Allahabad: Kitab Mahal. 

5. Sarma, S. R. (1994) History of Educa- 
tional Research. New Delhi: Anmol 
Publication Private Limited. 

6. Chalcravarty, S.R. (1980) Audio Visual 
Aids in Education. New Delhi: Sagar 
Publicat 

7. Chand , Tara (2004) Educational Tech- 
nology. New Delhi: Anmol Publication 
PVT. Ltd. 

8. Dale, Adgar (1986) Audio Visual Meth- 
ods in Teaching. N.Y. Holt: Rinenhart 
and Winston. 

9. Glover, A.H.T. (1966) New Teaching 
for a New Age. New 




11 



: 



• ASSAMESE AS COMMUNICATIVE LANGUAGE FOR • 

MISHING PEOPLE I 

Sourav Kumar Maity 

Pingla Thana Mahavidyalaya,Maligram,Pingla, West Bengal, PIN-721140 

Email ID: souravkumarmaityl 987@ gmail.com • 
| (Date of Receipt : 07-08-2014; Date of Acceptance for Publication : 04-64-20M ) | 

^IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIM 

ADstrac 



Among the Indo-European language family groups prevalent in Assam, Assamese is 
the unique and paramount one. The ancient Indo-Aryan language through evolution 
turned to its identity of Assamese shape, presumably in the 10 th A.D. The Indo-Aryan 
languages in the stream of civilization have passed three stages to create its present 
form of Neo-indo-Aryan language and Assamese is the product of these Neo-lndo- 
Aryan language. Assamese ,the state language of Assam, which is recognized by the 
Indian constitution in its 8 th schedule, also plays the role of Lingua franka among 
various ethnic and Linguistic groups of Assam. In the second stage of the Indo-Aryan 
language is the central Indo-Aryan language as well as prakiti. The last stage is called 
'Apabhramasa'. Although Assamese language was shaped in its separate identity in 
the 10 th century A.D. Indeed the process began since the 7 th century. Dr. Satyendra 
Nath Sarmah, Dr. Bhim Kanta Kakoli have divided three periods of such development. 
First, Ancient Assamese period(from 14 th century to the first part of 17 th century). Sec- 
ond, Medieval Assamese Period(from 17 th century to 19 th century). Third, modern As- 
samese period(from 19 th Century to till date). Among the Aryan languages prevalent in 
Assam, Mishing occupies a paramount position. This ethical group not only identifies 
themselves as 'Mishing' but also want their language to be known as 'Mishing Agom' 
or 'Mishing language'. They named their beloved language as the 'Tani Agom' or Hu- 
man language. Although there are varieties of dialects or speeches, there is a great 
deal of understandability between peoples of each dialect. 
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INTRODUCTION ^^^HpHJH^H among various ethnic groups of Assa- 

The Indo-Aryan languages in the stream mese. In the second stage of develop- 

of civilization have passed three stages ment, the names of Maharastri, Sau- 

to create its present form of Neo-lndo- raseni, Magadhi, Ardha Magadhi and 

Aryan language and Assamese is the Paikhashi may be of special note. And 

product of this language. In the first the fact of emanation of Assamese 

stage it plays the role of lingua franka language from this Magadhi-Prakrit is 
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unanimously supported by Linguists Dr. 
Birinchi Kumar Barua, Dr. Bani Kanta 
Kakoli, Dr. Grierson and Dr. Suniti Ku- 
mar Chatterji. The last stage of prakiti is 
called 'Apabhrasa'. The prakrit, the Folk 
language gradually with its simplistic 
turn reached to its last stage of 'apabh- 
ramasa' ,the stage of the Magadhan- 
Prakrit, prevalent in the eastern part of 
India. Although Assamese language 
was shaped in its separate identity in 
the 10 th century A.D. indeed the process 
began in 7 th century. Among the Hem 
Saraswati's composition of 'Prahlad 
Charita' was the first written Assamese 
literary achievement. The Medieval As- 
samese period of Assamese literature 
are described as the prose history of 
Ahom royal palace or Ahom court. The 
publication of The Bible in Assamese 



(1819) by the American missionar- 
ies is called the beginning of Modern 
Assamese period, but Modern era is 
taken to be presumed from 1826. The 
language used by the Missionaries is 
called in the 'Arunodaya'(1846) was 
not accurate Assamese language. 
However, they devoted for the uplift- 
ment of the Assamese grammar, dic- 
tionaries etc. Hem Chandra Barua's 
'Hem Kosha' dictionary published in 
1900 permanently shaped the Assa- 
mese language to an accurate gram- 
matical form and was mosaic for As- 
samese literature. Thus the Assamese 
language of the Neo-lndo-Aryan 
forms originally passing through the 
phonemes of ancient Indo-Aryan lan- 
guage to the central Indo-Aryan pho- 
nemes. 



Diagrams are given Again Assamese is divided into Arunamese or Nefamese and Nagamese. 

below for convenience : Indo-Aryan language 



Iranian Dondan Indo-Aryan 

Indo-Arvan 



Ancient lido- Aryan Central Indo-Aryan Neo-Indo Aryan 

Central Indo-Aryan 



Adi| Prakrit Madhya Prakrit Anta Prakrit or Apabhr amsa 

Magadhi Apabhramsa 



Bengali Onya Maithali Magadhi Assamese 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE MISH- 
ING LANGUAGE 

Like Adis and Nishisof Arunachal Pradesh, 
Mishings of Assam also believes them to 
be the offspring of their earliest ancestor 
called Abotani' and give their identity as 
heredity of Tani' or Human Family. Among 
the language family of the world, having 
occupied a second place from the point 
of the language used i.e.,Sino-Tebatan 
language families may be divide into 
two main groups: Sino-Thai or Shyami 
Chinese and Tibeto-Burman. Tibeto-Bur- 
man language may be divided into three 
branches: Tibeto-Himalayan, Assam-Bur- 
man and north-Assam branch. The folk 
languages of North-Assam Branches are: 
Aka or Shrusu,Dafala or Nshi, Abor or Adi, 
Mishing,Tagni ,Hill-Miri and Miri(Mishing). 
So , the ancestry of the Mishing language 
may be grouped as given below: 

Assamese as communicative Language 
for Mishing People 

Assamese, the one and second to none 
among the languages of entire North-east 
India, which is also recognized by the In- 
dian constitution, is the state language 
of Assam. It is understood and spoken 
by more than half (56%) the population 
of Assam since from the ancient days. 
Assamese had become the language of 
trade and communication, negotiations 
etc. among different ethnic groups living 
in the state of Assam. It has played the lin- 
gua franka of Assamese. Since the past, 
Assamese was a very well developed lan- 
guage. It was also a language of inter pro- 
vincial communication and intercourse. 
Those who wish to go for higher studies, 
to carry on research work, to be in touch 



with great scholars of national and in- 
ternational repute cannot possibly do so 
without having a good command over 
Assamese. Assamese language acted as 
a language of national integration com- 
bining all the people of the entire North- 
east into a single state. It is a particular 
sentiment, which binds together all peo- 
ple in one common bond on matter what- 
ever their religion, caste or creed, history. 
It is a strong cementing force whereby all 
kinds of people live together peacefully 
and can identify themselves as a part of a 
single whole. The Assamese language is 
said to have had began to undergo a pro- 
cess of formation in the 7 th century A.D. 
or so, evolving from Indo-Aryan Linguistic 
entity. Called Magadhi Praksit, with the 
evolution of times, Assamese became so 
useful and influential as a Lingua-Franka 
that large section of Non-Aryan people 
gradually discontinued the use of their 
own tongues and replaced them with As- 
samese. 

Nature of Assamese Language 

Assamese is a language of politeness, 
easily understandable by people of vari- 
ous groups. That is why; it is highly natural 
that ethnic groups, coming from various 
parts of the Asia submerged in Assamese 
language, culture preserving their own 
separate identities. 

The Mishings of the greater Mongoloid 
human group, came into contact with 
rich Assamese language since they came 
down to plains form the rich Assamese 
language since they came down to the 
plains from the Hilly terrains of Arunachal 
Pradesh. Assam then was a land of di- 
verse communities, ethnic groups, a land 
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of cosmopolitan ideas. Every ethnic group 
had their own language which was not 
easily understood by their neighboring 
groups. In this juncture, the Mishings had 
to take shelter on such a common lan- 
guage by which they can exchange their 
views and have their trade and other rela- 
tions solved. That language was nothing 
but rich Assamese language which was 
easily understood by majority of ethnic 
groups. 

As the Ahom rulers patronized Assamese 
language and literature, certainly it at- 
tracted the general people to speak As- 
samese in all public places to exchange 
views among different groups as a lingua 
franka. It was through the medium of As- 
samese language, mascular strength that 
the Mishings are recruited in the Ahom 
army by the Ahom swargadeoes (Kings) . 

Use of Assamese for Educational pur- 
pose 

Students from Mishing community of 
modern days, where mother tongue is 
not Assamese have been receiving edu- 
cation through the medium of the Assa- 
mese language up to the graduate-post 
graduate level. Many writers and poets 
of the Mishing community,have made 
significant contributions to Assamese lit- 
erature and culture etc. through the Assa- 
mese language. Apart from many items of 
Assamese and English vocabulary used 
by the Mishing more than 1000 Assamese 
words and words from other languages 
entered the Mishing vocabulary after they 
migrated to thee plains. 

Like the Misings, numerous Linguistic 
groups live in Assam such as the Bodo, 



the Karbi,Tiwa,Deori,Rava, Nepali etc. and 
their languages are not easily grapsed 
by each other. In this juncture there was 
nothing other way except to adopt As- 
samese as a common language for not 
only the Mishings but also for other eth- 
nic groups. They accepted it as a second 
language next to their mother tongue. It 
is worth mentioning here that whenever 
the Mishings accepted the rich Assamese 
language as communicable language, 
they gave it a definite shape in respect of 
the words, sentences, vocabulary, pho- 
nemes etc. 

A Communicative language: 

The role played by the Assamese lan- 
guage as communicative language for 
the Mishings may be described in many 
respects such as in the fields of literature, 
politics, socio-cultural life, economic sys- 
tem etc. Guru Sankardeva preached neo- 
vaishnavite religion in Assam. He pro- 
pounded that the Praying or worshipping 
of 'Hari' should not be confined to the 
elite class and the Assamese speaking 
people. His ideal object was to include 
all sections of the society irrespective of 
caste, creed, language, sex, gender in his 
visionary mission to establish a greater 
and culturally developed Assamese fra- 
ternity. However, He succeeded in his no- 
ble mission. Disciple of various ethnic and 
Linguistic group devoted their life for the 
upliftment and propagation of the vaish- 
navite ideas. One prominent disciple of 
Sankardeva, Paramandada Atoi was from 
Mishing community. It should be men- 
tioned here that all the 'Bhaktas' or follow- 
ers of Sankardeva coming from various 
ethnic groups exchanged their views only 
through the Assamese language. Since 
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the days of Sankardeva and Madhavde- 
ba a number of Mishing people, became 
his followers and spoke Assamese, who 
are scattered in various parts of Assam. 
Although the Mishings have their own tra- 
ditions and customs, simultaneously they 
also observed Assamese rituals. 

Use of Assamese in Literature 

In the field of literature, many writers of 
national repute coming from Mishing 
community have contributed through As- 
samese language. Tabu Ram Taid, Prof. 
Nahendra Padun, Tarun Chandra Pa- 
megam, Dr.Durgeswar Doley, Dr. Nomal 
Chandra Pegu, Dr. Basanta Kumar Doley, 
Ujjal Pamegam, Dany Gam etc may be 
named among many other creating val- 
uable literary contributions through the 
language nothing except than that of As- 
samese language. Dr. Mrinal Miri, former 
V.C. of NEHU(North-east Hill University) 
although from Mishing community, is 
also a prominent Assamese. He was also 
a 'Padma Bhusan' awardee. Famous nov- 
elist Rajani Kanta Bordoloi's 'Miri jiori' has 
a great impact on the Mishing society. 

Role in National Integration and Free- 
dom Movement 

Assamese played the role of national in- 
tegration cementing all section of society, 
among all tribes (including Mishings) in 
the fight against the British imperialists in 
the freedom struggle. It was through the 
strong able leadership of the Mishing that 
they actively took part with other native 
leaders. They followed the strategies of 
movement i.e. non-co-operation, non-vio- 
lence, 'Satyagraha' etc. as propounded by 
M.K.Gandhi, the father of the nation. We 



are proud of the fact that the leaders of 
the Mishing community, came to the floor 
with the Assamese language, even at- 
tained martyrhood in the Quit India move- 
ment in the noble mission to attain free- 
dom from the bondage of the British rule. 
Kamala Miri's martyrhood (1943) inspired 
not only the Mishings but all the revolu- 
tionaries to fight against the exploitations 
of the British. Moreover, Jyoti Prasad 
Agorwala's revolutionary patriotic mov- 
ies, songs, dramas, poems etc. also im- 
mensely influenced the Mishings among 
other to sacrifice for the freedom move- 
ment. It should be noted that Assam like 
the present days, too was then a land of di- 
verse ethnic groups, cosmopolitan ideas, 
traditions etc. In such a movement, it was 
only the Assamese language, through the 
people of entire North-East exchanged 
their thoughts and views. 

Mishing's Use of Assamese for Trade 

Since the Mishings came down from the 
hilly terrains of Arunachal Pradesh to the 
plain Assam valley, they had their trade 
relations with the local dwellers. How- 
ever, the people of the plains were un- 
known to the Mishing language. That is 
why, the Mishings had to learn Assamese 
language for their own economic con- 
venience. Hence, Assamese helped the 
Mishings for the development of the trade 
relations, economic development, and to 
have a peaceful co-existence. Although 
the Miishings are a separate tribal group, 
they are now merged in the greater As- 
samese society. Now introduces them- 
selves as Assamese and then Indian con- 
tributing in all walks of life in the name and 
fame of Assam as well as Indian. They are 
now scattered in the eight districts of As- 
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sam mainly Lakhimpur, Dhemaji, Sonit- 
pur, Dibrugarh, Tinisukia, Sadia, Golaghat 
and Sibsagar. They are now part and par- 
cel of Assam. A patriotic sense of being 
Assamese as well as Indian is imbibed in 
their mindset. That is why Mishing in other 
states or abroad give their identity first as 
Assamese and then Indian. Indeed, the ge- 
nius of language is such that no graphical 
barriers, political conflicts, caste, creed, 
colour etc. can affect its noble vision of 
binding all speaker of the same language. 
However, although the Mishings use their 
own tribal language, they can fluently 
speak and write through Assamese lan- 
guage. As we know that language is the 
vehicle of thought, and the medium of 
exchange of thought of the Mishings are 
nothing but the well developed Assamese 
language. 



CONCLUSION 

Assamese is one of the most leading 
contributors in the formation of the Assa- 
mese society. Without presence of such 
a common language like Assamese the 
transformation process of the Assamese 
society would not have been so smooth. 
However, various studies and anatomy of 
Assamese society reveals that the forma- 
tion of the society has taken place only af- 
ter greater socio-economic mix-up of vari- 
ous indigenous ethnic groups of the state. 
A number of factors inspired or compelled 
the Mishings to adopt Assamese as com- 
municative language. These are shortly 
mentioned below: 

First, for many centuries Mishings lived 
in purely remote and isolated areas like 
river banks hilly areas. Indeed, they re- 



mained isolated from the main stream of 
the Assamese society. Even their dialect 
was not developed to exchange through 
it with the greater society. This circum- 
stance compelled them to adopt a more 
convenient and developed language like 
Assamese as their communicative lan- 
guage. 

Secondly, during the Ahom rule, greater 
socio-economic stability prevailed in the 
state. It was the time of socio-cultural as- 
similation of various ethnic and linguistic 
groups. The Ahom rulers patronized As- 
samese as official language for commu- 
nicative purposes. Hence, the Mishing 
people are bound to apply Assamese as 
a common language. 

Thirdly, Mishing language as well as the 
dialect was very poor and in many case 
poor in glossary. In the absence of it, they 
had to adopt glossary from the developed 
language and Assamese was the com- 
plement to it. 

Fourthly, although the Assam Govern- 
ment, granted Mishing as a language 
status it remained in a pathetic condition. 
Since the Mishings pursue their higher 
study through Assamese medium, there- 
fore, it was highly necessary to adopt As- 
samese as a medium of communication 
and higher thinking. 

Fifthly, rapid transforming global trends, 
compels many smaller and under devel- 
oped language to reform and necessarily 
adopt modern and developed language. 
Under these circumstances, conscious 
and educated classes of the new genera- 
tion began preferring Assamese as the 
medium of higher thinking etc. to cope up 
with their rapid growing high tech. Society. 
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Abstract 



Struggle between languages are very interesting. Consequently, several elements of 
the Assamese language are submerged in the local language or elements of Assa- 
mese are assimilated with that of the local language. This restless struggle is running 
from many centuries. Resultantly, both the languages are benefitted or mutually influ- 
enced to adjust with the changing circumstances. Mishings or Miris are the sub-group 
of the greater Mongoloid human family having its own rich cultural mosaics and herit- 
ages, now scattered in various parts of Assam contributing a human resource of more 
than twelve lakhs. In the present days too, majority of the Assamese speaking people, 
they were popularly known as Miri'. Indeed, in the Ahom chronicles, ethnographies, re- 
ligious scriptures of Shri Shri Sankar Deva and Madhavdeva,Kathacharit etc. the word 
'Miri' is frequently used. British imperialists of the 19 th century too used this name to de- 
note this group of Mongolians. Above all, even in the Indian constitution too, the word 
'Miri' is being popularly scripted. There were cordial relationships between the Mish- 
ings and various communities of Assamese speaking people since the remote past. In 
1526 A.D. in month of Ashar (June-July)the king gave the name Thaomung-mungtao' 
to one Taosunglung Kungrin and ordered him to sit in front of all i.e. the Ahom nobel. 
This man was a Miri (Mishing) by caste 24 . The traditional religion practices of the Mish- 
ings are based on three major beliefs system- first about the creator of the universe; 
second- existences of spirits around human habitats and third about of the human 
soul. There are various festivals performed by the Mishings. Mishing, the Sino-Buman 
branch of the north Assam sub-group of Tani Language' is included in the greater 
Sino-Tibetan Language family,prevalent in Assam. The fact of calling the Mishing as 
Tani-Language is in the sense that the ethnic groups of Arunachal Pradesh, namely 
Nishi, Apatani, Galong, Hill Miri etc. also call their own language as Tani-Language'. 
There are similarities in respect of vocabulary, phoneme etc. among these languages, 
'Conglomerating some of these languages, they can be included in a language group, 
after having a thorough study. 
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INTRODUCTION ^^^^^B most tribe living in the state of Assam. 
The Mishings are a branch of greater The Mishings who were formerly re- 
Mongolian human race and the fore- ferred to as 'Miri' in Ahom chronicles, 
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the religious scriptures of medieval pe- 
riod and the ethnographic and admin- 
istrative records of the British rule ,are 
believed to have come from western 
China enroute Tibet in the remote past. 
They continued to advance towards the 
eastern part of the Himalayan range of 
the mountain region till they reached 
Siang Valley or east while North-east 
Frontier Agency (NEFA) and present 
Arunachal Pradesh. However due to the 
scarcity of food and shelter, party col- 
lision or clash in race and also due to 
many unknown reasons. They migrated 
to the alluvial flats of Assam valley and 
this migration continued to take place 
sporadically till the early part of the 19 th 
century. They inhabit the river traits 
along the banks of the river Brahmapu- 
tra and its many tributaries zigzagging 
through upper Assam and the areas 
adjacent to it. All the tribes who came 
down from the hilly to the plains settled 
together and started introducing them- 
selves as 'Mishing'. At present the Mish- 
ings are living in Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, 
Sivasagar, Jorhat, Golaghat, Tinisukia, 
Sonitpur and Dibrugarh Districts of As- 
sam and the East Siyang, Lower Dibang 
Valley and Lohit Districts of Arunachal 
Pradesh. According to the (census) sur- 
vey in 1991, the total population of the 
Mishing people are 3,81,562 1 . 

Anthropological Identification 




Taking into consideration of the physi- 
cal characteristics E.T. Delton remarked 
"They are (The Mishing) of yellow Mongo- 
lian types, tall and powerfully framed, but 
with a slouching gait and sluggish hab- 
its." 2 L.A.Waddell writes, " they have de- 
cided Mongoloid features, so much as to 



remind me in many ways of Tibetans and 
Lepchas... They are exceptionally sturdy 
and well developed physically, although 
so many of them live in most malarial 
sports in Assam." 3 Dr. Suniti Kumar Chat- 
terji has included the Mishings in the Noth- 
ern Assam section (Branch). 4 Dr. Prabodh 
Bhattacharji quotes, "Mongolians are yel- 
ow by colour .their legs are almost half in 
ength compared to the body. The tribes 
of Assam i.e. the Bodoes , the Garoes, 
the Dimasas, the Lagungs, the Sonowal 
Kacharis ,Rabhas, the Miri, Mikirs etc. 
can be included in the Mongolian family 
(groups)". 5 Mr.Nahendra Padun a promi- 
nent researcher devoted to Mishing lan- 
guage and culture, opines that: " In matter 
of physical characteristic, anthropologists 
have stated the straight hair, small eyes, 
appearance of the cheek bone .flat nose 
,big calf of leg, copper coloured physical 
structure etc. as the main physical fea- 
tures of the Mongolians, some observers 
and writers of 19 th century , having found 
the characteristic among the Mishing , 
concluded them to be a greater Mongo- 
lian group. In the post independent period 
,even some anthropologists and writers 
too have not disagreed on this." 7 

Mg. Budheswar Doley has explained 
the meaning as under:Mi+yasing or Mi+ 
Ansing = Mising ,here Mi-represents hu- 
man being ,'Ysing-represents white, and 
'Ansing ' represents good, calm and peace 
loving. Mishing means white ,good and 
peace loving people. Again Mi+Rine= Miri, 
Mi- represente human being and Rine- 
represents sing. The Miri often chants 
,prays and sings to perform rituals of the 
'Do:nyi-po:lo' the Mishing religion. The 
word 'Miri' also signifies an ethnic group 
iving in the Subansiri district of Arunachal 



Pradesh. The Assamese speaking peo- 
ple call them as 'Charok' or 'Gasi Miri'. 
S.Duttachoughury opines, "The Hill Miris 
living in the valleys of Kamla and Sub- 
ansiri in the Subansiri district as far as 
the plains are ,however,a separate tribal 
group distinctfrom the Miris of the plains." 9 
the priest of the Adis called 'Miri'. Keen ob- 
servations of these cultural relationship 
and of having brotherhoodness, people 
of plains may have naturally called them 
as 'Miri'. 12 In the Dictionary published by 
'Assam Prakashan Parishad' definition 
of Miri is given in this way: A Mongolian 
group of the plains Tribeliving in Assam. 
Researcher Dr. Nomal Chandra Pegu re- 
marks in this respect that the word 'Miri' 
may derive from the 'Mishing' 'Mirui' de- 
noting priest. 

Period of Migration of the Mishing to 
the Plains 

Some evidences reveal that the Mish- 
ing groups migrated from Tibet across 
the Doshing-la pass to Siang valley ear- 
lier than the Padam-Miyang group who 
stayed back at Pemacochen for a couple 
of centuries. Then the different groups of 
the Mishings from Adi hills migrated down 
at different time and took different routes. 
As per a legend given by Talom Rukbo, 
Mili, Kumbang, Patir etc. followed the old 
route of Adipasi and Mebo of Regam hills; 
Tayu-Taye, Tai and alike took the Pangin- 
pasighat route of Bapi Hills. Pait, Pawo 
and others migrated along the route of 
Torne and Jaging hill. In the Chronicle 
of Deodhai Assam Buranji written during 
the reign of Swargadeo Suhungmung re- 
veals the fact that at the time the Mish- 
ings had already scattered in the various 
part of the region. Dr. Nomal Chandra 
Pegu's study reveals that during the time 



of Ahoms invasion of the Chutia kingdom 
of Sadia,the Mishing started the process 
of migration towards the plains and as- 
similated with the Chutieas and other As- 
samese people. That is why the Mishings 
who migrated latter ridiculed the former 
as Mishings of degraded in caste. 21 Brit- 
ish officer A.J.Moffatt Mill writes in his re- 
port that: "Officers of the establishments 
or mouzadhars are deputed to test their 
returns the best way they can; they fre- 
quently amongst the Miris find abaled 
bodied males not returned or assessed, 
as this tribe are continually receiving ad- 
ditions from the neighboring hills." 23 Now 
we can conclude that the Mishings are 
almost contemporary to the great Ahoms, 
the process of migration still continued 
during the British rule. 

Relations with the Assamese society 

According to Assam Buronji' king Jay- 
adhwaj Singh pleased with their valour 
and expertise in archery, employed these 
sadiyal Miris, as soldiers in Ahom army. 
Some Mishing families living around 
,Subansirimukh still bear the title of 'Kahri'. 
When they invaded the Nagas the Ahom 
provided them with position of dignity 
with Ahom names. In 1526 A.D. in the 
month of Ashar(June-July) the king gave 
the name 'Thaomung-mungtao' to one 
Taosunglung Kungrin and ordered him to 
sit in front of all i.e. Ahom noble. This man 
was Miri by caste. During the reign of 
king Pratap Singha ,one Bhokola Gohain, 
a member of the Bargohain family,who 
had no child, adopted a Miri boy as his 
son. Shri shri Sankardeva made a noble 
attempt including all sections of society, 
irrespective of caste creed. His scripture 
quotes: 
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Kirato Kachari,Khasi,Garo, Miri 
Javana Konko guwalo 
Ahom muluk Dhuba je Turuk 
Kuwas Mlesh chandal. 25 

In reference to the Assamese influence on 
the Mishing language, divides the Mish- 
ings into three distinct groups such as: 
one group is represented by those who 
are originally Mishing by caste but neither 
they know Mishing language nor how 
to speak in the second group, especially 
the Doleys and Pegu may be included. In 
third group either they migrated lately or 
living in remote places preserving their 
own language-culture to a large extent. 
Maximum number of the Mishings are 
bi-lingual. Hence there is a scope for re- 
search about the development of the 
Mishing 'ahom', changes with reference 
to the fastest growing modern world and 
other relevant materials. 



Traditional Religion of the Mishings 

The Mishings have own traditional reli- 
gious beliefs and practices. They wor- 
ship Do:nyi-po:lo(Sun and Moon). They 
believe them as their creator. They fol- 
lowed some religious festivals like 'Dobur 
puja', Taleng ui' and Ali-aye-ligang and 
Po:raq. Mishings believe about the crea- 
tor of the universe and the existence of 
the spirit around us and about the human 
soul. The Mishings believes that the uni- 
verse is created by a supreme heavenly 
power defined as "Sedi Ba:bu"(SEDI fa- 
ther) and "Melo Na:ne"(MELO the mother) 
and consider themselves as progenies of 
the Sun(Do:nyi ane i.e. Sun mother) and 
the Moon (Po:lo Abu i.e. the Moon father). 
These deities are held to be omnipotent, 



omnipresent and always benevolent to 
mankind. According to the traditional, re- 
ligion of the Mishings they believed that 
the body is transient but the soul is not. 
They do not believe on transmigration 
and rebirth of the souls as they believed 
that no transmigration or rebirth of the 
soul was responsible for the first appear- 
ance of the life on the earth. Another im- 
portant religious practice of the Mishing 
is Taleng ui. This is the ritual of the god of 
thunder and lightning. Rituals of Taleng ui 
are performed by the Mibu or well versed 
persons. Pigs, hens etc. are sacrificed 
and offerings of the various food items 
are made. Dobur Ui is another important 
Mishing festival. It is the ritual to "do:nyi- 
po:lo', Karsing Kartang" rugi -me:rang- 
i.e. in short ritual to nature for the well- 
being of prosperity. The "dobur" which 
is performed by the villagers collectively 
is called "Do:lung Dobur" which is gen- 
erally performed in the month of May. 
"Burte Dobur" is performed on occasion 
of bloodshed of some grade and moral 
turpitude of serious nature. "Arig Dobur or 
Mopun Dobur" is performed by the indi- 
vidual family to ward off the attack of past 
and pestilent from their fields when paddy 
begin flowering. Mibu, a shamanistic in- 
tuition, has been in practice among Mish- 
ings since their ancestral time. The 'Mibu' 
possesses some preternatural power and 
can perform "Mibu Dakkang" and priestly 
activities. He would be Mibu is chosen 
by the Gods and Goddesses rightly at 
the time of his connection for perform- 
ing the duties to be done by the human 
beings to God. Mibu yupakang is that a 
packet of betel and betel-nuts is placed 
under the pillow of the Mibu and the Mibu 
is asleep. Aje jintom is the first and be- 
ginning formality of the Mibu dakking. Ui 
Molig is done when the Mibu bides fare- 



well to the Gods and Goddesses. This is 
done through prayer. Po:ni Ui is also a 
ritual matter in the Mishing society. When 
the sinful activities are done among the 
family members or between two or more 
family members regarding sexual rela- 
tionship then it is performed. It is done to 
purify their sinful soul. "Ku-sag" is the most 
elaborate and expensive of the ancestor 
worshiped. It is Po-rag in magnitude, but 
limited only to a clan or family. 

The event of death of human is consid- 
ered and treated with great importance 
by the Mishing people. " The dead body 
is waged and cleaned and kept covering 
with a white cloth , this stage is called 
'Yumkurla le:nam". After some time the 
dead body is carried to the burial ground 
"ago-golung" and buried after putting in a 
coffin. The last rite for a death of a person 
is the Dodgang . Dodgang is performed 
generally two or three years from the time 
of death. 



Socio-cultural life of Mishing 

The Mishing community have own socio- 
cultural identiy from the very early stage. 
The Mishings had originally settled in the 
beautiful green hued mountain ranges 
in the North-east of India. But as time 
passed on they settled in the plain. From 
Sadiya to Tezpur we find the Mishing vil- 
lages. During the time of their rituals and 
festivals they enjoy as much as possible. 
A notable thing about the Mishing is that 
even when the so called modern civiliza- 
tion had not yet touched these people, 
they had the foresight to build houses to 
protect themselves from the wild animals. 
In general Mishing family is joint family 
in nature. The family is headed by the fa- 
ther or the elderly member of the family. 
Daughter or sister given out in marriage 
has no clan over any property of the fa- 
ther. Nature of the Mishing family is given 
in the following chart: 



Total respondaiits= 1 00 
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Joint Family 


77 


77% 
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Nuclear Familv 


23 


23% 






Total 


100 


100% 


100% 



The Mislutias. build their houses by the bank of the river perpendicular to its mainstreaki. 
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The Mishings build their houses by the 
bank of the river perpendicular to its main- 
stream. These houses have a special ten 
layer architectural style constructed out of 
bamboo, cane and wood. A typical Mish- 
ing village(Dolung) consists of some 20 to 
30 house built on bamboo platform raised 
about 5 feet above the ground supported 
by rows of wooden posts. A single house 
often contains a family of 30 to 40 living 
community in one long rectangular hall 
varing from 50 to 150 ft. length and 15 
to 20 ft. wide. According to the Mishings 
.food generally means rice and their sta- 
ple food consists of veriety of rice, leafy 
vegetables, edible roots, fish, pork and 
chicken. The Mishings are fond of fish 
and meat and all the village people go 
together for fishing in the tanks, rivers 
and ponds. The dry pork is very popular in 
this society. Flesh of Methuen(OSO) and 
rhinocerous(chorog) are much prized but 
beef is scrupulously avoided. The boil rice 
and make country liquor called "Apong". 
Since 1985, the Mishing have adopted the 
Roman script for their language. Christi- 
anity has much contributed to the devel- 



opment of this language. In fact the first 
book re-written by the Missionaries, who 
began their work in sodiya(East Assam) 
as early as 1836. Their literature is Scanty. 
The most important Mishing festivals are 
"Ali-aye-Ligang" and "Po:rag" while former 
is celebrated in Spring and latter either in 
autumn or spring after the ingathering of 
harvest. The Mishings practices clan ex- 
ogamy and tribal endogamy in their mat- 
rimonial system. Marriage is restricted 
within the same sub-clan too. According 
to the matrilineal system of the Mishings, 
once a girl is married, she belongs to her 
husband's family. The Mishings are mo- 
nogamous. Their first wife enjoyed the 
highest position amongst the other wife. 
The Mishing marriage can be divided in 
two types viz. Midang(Arranged marriage) 
and Dugla-lanam (Gondarba vibah). At 
present Kumna-sula-lanam and love mar- 
riage are also found among the Mishings. 
The divorce is allowed among the Mish- 
ings if conditions compel the couple for 
this. Marriage system of Mishings is given 
below in following chart: 
Total Respondent=100 




The above chart shows that 16% Midang, 
72% Dugla-lanam, 5% Love marriage, 7% 
Kumsula Lnam are prevalent among the 
Mishings. Political structure of the mish- 
ings is democratic. Any complain or anti- 
social activities are brought to the notice 
of the Keban. In case, dispute arises be- 
tween two or more villages, Banggo Ke- 
bang (Block Council) or Bane Kebang 



(district council) is called for judgment 
and settlement of the case. Women are 
not allowed to join in Kebang. The Mish- 
ings are also conscious about party poli- 
tics at present. On the party political struc- 
ture, the following chart has been drawn 
on the basis of finding of the field study. 
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The above chart shows that 62% in 
congress(l),13% AGP, 3%BJP, 15% San- 
milita Ganashakti, 4% CPM/CPI, 1% Inde- 
pendence and 2% neutral in party politics 
among the Mishings. 

The first and important task for a society 
is to maintain food, clothing and shelter 
for its members. After the development of 
agriculture came into being when man 
invented hoe-culture, then the roaming 
life of the hunting and pastoral stage gave 
away to the more settled life of agriculture. 
When population became increased, sci- 
entific agriculture became popularized. In 
the 20 th century has brought about mass 
production, rise of monopolies and high 
degree of division of labour and market 
situation. Earlier there was abundant land 
and they used to adopt Zhoom farming. 
Ahu cultivation occupies an important 
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place among the Mishings. The Mishings 
also cultivated mustard seeds, potatoes, 
pulses, cotton, maize, sweet potato, cu- 
cumber, ginger, turmeric, chilly and aloes 
etc. the Mishing peasants tame elephants, 
buffaloes, cows, dogs. Cats, goats, poul- 
try, pigs etc. The Mishing woman also 
contributes a great share in the family 
income. The Mishing women are indus- 
trious and work side by side with their 
man folk in field and forest. In recent time 
Mishings occupy a unique position in 
the state of Assam in the sense that they 
possess various source of income of their 
own. Handicrafts ,the weaving products 
occupy a unique position and enjoy high 
reputation. 

Present occupational structure of the 
Mishing found and the field of study as follows 
Total Respondent=100 
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The above chart shows 70% people are Cultivator, 5% are Business men, 8% are 
Teacher,3% are J.E.,6 % are Nurse, 8% are ICDS. Besides, there are few office work- 
ers and fishers. 



Impact of Religion on Economy of the 
Mishing 

The main occupation of a Mishing is Cul- 
tivation. The economic system is agricul- 
ture economy. There are several religious 
ceremonies and festivals observed by 
Mishing associated with agriculture ,such 
as Dobur, Taleng Ui, Urom Ui, Dodgang, 
and festivals like Ali-Aye-Ligang and 
Po:rag. Their every rituals and festivals 
have influenced their economic condition 
for which they are becoming backward. 
Dolung Dobur is observed for the welfare 



of the village community and for good 
production of crops of the village. The Do- 
dang is most expensive ritual observance 
of the Mishings. The last rite for a death 
person is the Dodang. But with the influ- 
ence of greater Hindu society they accept 
Hindu religion and introduced themselves 
as Hindu. Most of the Mishing people are 
converted into Christians for various rea- 
sons. Few of them accept Muslim, Bud- 
dhism, Sikh etc. the following chart will 
give a vivid picture about the present reli- 
gious situation of the Mishings in the field 
of study. Total Respondent=100 



Sales 




Neo-Vaishnav 
Christianity 
Sat sanga 
Krisna gum 
Chaya-bab 
Muslim 



The above chart shows that 68% are Neo-Vaishnav, 16% are Christianity, 9% Sat 
sanga, 6% Krishna guru, 1% Chaya-baba, Muslim Nil. 



CONCLUSION: 



1. 



2. 



3. 



As we know that language is the vehicle 
of thought, a language can influence an- 
other in three ways or a language owes 
to another in three ways: Phonologically, 
Metaphorically and allegorically. Among 
these, the third i.e. (allegorically) easily 
transits from one language to another. 
Moreover, whenever a language borrows 
words from another, the important point 
to be noted is that every language gives a 
definite shape to the important words ac- 
cording to its pronunciation for expressive 
convenience. After having co-existed har- 
moniously for several decades with the 
several Assamese language, several ele- 
ments of Assamese language particularly 
words, roots etc. are being submerged in 
Assamese language, helping exchange 
of views thoughts etc. 
Various influences of the venerable ex- 
clusion of the languages which sounds 
the Assamese language are discussed 
in exhaustively. There are enough fields 
and circumstances to proof that the Assa- 
mese languages have made great impact 
on the other languages. If only we learn 
how the languages are being influenced 
in different directions and to what extent, 
we can assure that we have successfully 
completed the learning of these languag- 
es scientifically. There are also a lot of cir- 
cumstances to make a study about the 
influence of the Assamese language on 
the Mishing language. This kind of study r^\f\ 
can be done from the either sides, Meta- 
phorically, Phonologically or Allegorically. 
In such conditions the Assamese sounds 
and the characteristics of the language 
have brought great changes in the Mish- 
ing Language and are now put in use. A 



study in relation to the position of the As- 
samese words in the Mishing language 
and to any field of that language would 
be its importance or the main theme of it. 
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